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RE?VtARKS 

Claims 1-38 are pending. 

§ lOZfe) Rejection over Yandra&hs et aJ. 

Claims 1-38 stand rejected under 35 USC § 1 02(e) as ptirportedly anticipated by US Pat, 
Pub, No. 2005/0107490 (Yandrasits). Since the reference patent application was filed on the same 
day as the present application, it is not available as § 102(e) prior art. Tlierefore, the i^ection 
should be withdrawn. Applicants note that claims 3, 4, 8, 11, 14, 17-19, 23, 27 and 30 are subject 
to no other rejection and should therefore be allowed with the withdrawal of this rejection. 

S 102fb) and S 103fa^ Rejections over Asnwa et aL 

Claims 20^22, 24-26, 28-29 and 31-38 stand rejected under 35 USC § 102(b) as 
purportedly anticipated by JP 54-052690 (Asa^?^). Claims 1-2, 5-7, 9-10, 12-13. 15-16, 21-22. 
24-26, 28-29 and 31-38 stand rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as purportedly unpatentable over 
JP 54-052690 (Asawa) taken alone. Applicants respectfully traverse. 

To anticipate a claim, a rel^erence must teach every element of the claim. MPEP § 213 1 . 
In order to establish a prima facie case of obviousness of a claim, all the claim limitations must 
be taught or suggested by the prior art. MPEP §2143.03. /wrei?ayto,490R2d98l, 180USPQ 
580 (CCPA 1974); In re Wilson, 424 F.2d 1382, 1385, 165 USPQ 494, 496 (CCPA 1970)("A11 
words in a claim must be considered in judging the patentability of that claun against the prior 
art/')). In the present case. Applicants submit that no anticipation and no prima fecie case of 
obviousness has been established because the cited reference fails to teach or suggest claim 
limitations required in the rejected claims- 
Each of the pending claims requires step b) recited in claim 1 : "exposing said 
fluoropolymer to electron beam radiation so as to result in the formation of crosslinks." As the 
previous OfiBcc Action acknowledges, "Asawa does not expressly teach using electron beam 
irradiation for crosslinking the polymer." (March 9, 2005, Ofilce Action at page 3), Applicants 
submit that, because the cited reference fails to teach or suggest claun limitations required in all 
of the rejected claims, no anticipation or prima facie case of obviousness has been established, 
and the rejection should be withdrawn. 
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The present Office Action argues further that Asawa inherently teaches or renders 
obvious the use of electron beam radiation where it teaches the use of "ionizing radiation." 
However, the cited passage in Asawa slates, "The copolymer of vinyl ester containing iodine . , . 
the fluoridated (sic) olefin . . . and the fluorine containing mojoomer which lias an ion exchange 
group ... is obtained . . . [by] means of polymerization initiation sources equivalent to ultraviolet 
rays and ionizing radiation." (Asawa translation at pages 1 0-1 L) This passage relates to the 
initiation of polymerization of the polymer used in Asawa. This passage does not relate to 
orosslinking of any polymer. Thus, Asawa contains no teaching or suggestion of the use of 
"ionizing radiation" for orosslinking. More specifically, Asawa contains no teaching or 
suggestion of step b) recited in claim 1 : "exposing said fluoropolymer to electron beam radiation 
so as to result in the formation of crosslinks.** For the foregoing reasons, tliese rejections have 
been overcome and should be withdrawn- 



In view of the above, it is submitted that the application is in condition for allowance. 
Reconsideoration of the application is requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 



FebruaivlS, 2006 
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